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5 
Customs/import duties 

 Introduction 
Customs/import duties are imposed on some goods that are imported into South Africa. Import 
duties are imposed to protect local producers. In addition, excise duties are also imposed on selected 
imported goods. Excise duties are also imposed on similar goods that are produced in South Africa.  

This chapter gives an overview of customs VAT, customs duty, Duty 1-2B. 

 Customs VAT, customs duty, Duty 1-2B (Ad valorem excise duties 
on imports) 

Table 5.1.11 and table 5.1.2 show the customs value of imports, customs VAT, customs/import 
duties and excise duties on imports by sector.   

“Machinery and mechanical appliances, electrical equipment” is the category that accounts for the 
largest value of goods imported, followed by “mineral products” and then “vehicles, aircraft, vessels 
and associated transport equipment”.  

Import/customs duty revenues (including specific excise duties on alcohol and tobacco products) are 
mostly derived from the following categories: “vehicles, aircraft, vessels and associated transport 
equipment”; “textiles and textile articles”; “prepared foodstuffs, beverages, spirits and vinegar”, 
“tobacco”; “machinery and mechanical appliances, electrical equipment”; and “footwear, headgear, 
umbrellas, sun-umbrellas and walking sticks”.  

Ad valorem excise duty revenues (Duty 1-2B) are mostly derived from the “vehicles, aircraft, vessels 
and associated transport equipment” category and the “machinery and mechanical appliances, 
electrical equipment” category.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1 Tables numbered in italics are included at the end of the chapter. 
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