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made in implementing the broad programme of radical Transformation, 
Modernisation and Reindustrialisation (TMR). Amongst others, the TMR 
programme has been successful in unlocking skills and job opportunities for 
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operatives, increased spending and procurement on township businesses, 
infrastructure development and foreign direct investment into the province. 

The successful implementation of this programme has not been without 
challenges, such as the low economic growth environment and constrained 
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Confronted with these challenges, we re-enforced efforts to prioritise 
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As Premier Makhura noted in his State of the Province Address, through 
initiatives on the township and mainstream economies, infrastructure 
development and inter-Africa trade, the province was able to raise 
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in 2018.  The province was also able to attract almost R200 billion worth of 
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and entrepreneurship development.

It is clear that, if we accelerate interventions to encourage economic growth 
and deepen our understanding of drivers of socio-economic issues, there is 
more that we can achieve. Thus, SERO is a piece of research that contributes 
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the current economic performance impacts on the social and living conditions 
of households and individuals in Gauteng.  
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We are hopeful that the information presented in this publication will be useful to stakeholders seeking information 
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Executive Summary

The 2019 SERO publication reviews the socio-economic environment of South Africa and Gauteng within the 
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marks the end of the Fifth Administration of the province. Thus, the publication takes stock of some of the gains 
that have been made through the Transformation Modernisation and Re-industrialisation (TMR) programme and 
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Against this background and its own domestic challenges, South Africa’s economic climate remains challenging. 
However, forecasts for 2019 are more upbeat about South Africa’s economic prospects in the face of government’s 
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2.1 per cent in 2021.
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the province is expected to have slowed to 0.9 per cent from 1 per cent in 2017. The slowdown in growth was 
recorded across all the province’s municipalities, with growth rates coming in below 1 per cent. 
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from 2014 to 2019. Notable progress has been made in implementing this programme over the past four and 
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Chapter Three provides the demographic and developmental assessment at national and at a provincial level 
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Chapter 1 : Global Economic Review

1.1  Introduction 
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levels. In it, some observations are made of the main factors which characterised the economic landscape on 
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advanced economies, emerging markets and the Sub-Saharan Africa region. Sections 1.5 and 1.6 provide a 
review of economic developments in South Africa while Section 1.7 concludes the chapter.

1.2  The Global Expansion Continues with Momentum Slowing 
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global economic growth has declined while downside risks persist. In its World Economic Outlook (WEO) of 
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3.7 per cent in 2017, compared with 3.2 per cent in 2016. The IMF anticipates the global growth momentum 
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increase for 2019. A less even global growth outcome is expected with economic growth in some regions having 
plateaued.

Figure 1.1: Growth in Economic Activity, 1997 – 2019 
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Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database, 2019
Note: Shaded area illustrates forecasts.
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The second half of 2017 saw growth surprises in the Euro Area and the United Kingdom (UK). This resulted in a 
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decline. This was owing, in part, to rising global trade tensions that lead to a moderation in growth in Europe 
and the UK. 
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Economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) picked up in 2017 after slowing in 2015 and 2016 due to weak 
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2018. This is in response to improved oil production and agricultural output.4 
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convergence to 2 per cent projected in 2020. 

Figure 1.2: Inflation in Advanced Economies, Jan 2015 – Nov 2018
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remains below the European Central Bank’s (ECB) 2 per cent target. 

1  IMF (2018). World Economic Outlook, January 2018. Washington, DC
2  IMF (2018). World Economic Outlook, January 2018. Washington, DC
3  These countries are Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
4  National Treasury. (2017). Medium Term Budget Policy Statement. Pretoria
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other risks factors to the region’s growth. 

Growth Has Remained Strong in the United States
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labour market.

Figure 1.3: US Unemployment and Inflation Rates, Feb 2009 – Nov 2018 

7,5%

3,0%

9,0%

1,5%

10,5%

-1,5%

20
08

/0
5/

01

20
09

/0
3/

01

20
10

/1
1/

01

20
12

/0
7/

01

20
14

/0
3/

01

20
15

/1
1/

01

20
18

/0
5/

01

20
19

/0
3/

01

4,5%

20
15

/0
1/

01

20
13

/0
5/

01

6,0%

20
11

/0
9/

01

20
16

/0
9/

01

0,0%

20
10

/0
1/

01

20
17

/0
7/

01

Unemployment Rate PCE Deflator

Source: Bloomberg, 2018

���� ��������� ���� ������
�� 
������������ ����
�� �������
��� �
� �������� ���� ������������� ����� ���� 
������
��� ���$������� �����
��� ��
�
�� �������� ���� *��W�� ���
������ ������ �
� 
�]��
��<� ���� ����� ��������� ��������
���
�Q����
�����(;!%)���]����<���������
����������������D�����������*
����
�������
�
��������
������������
����
&����
������������������
�����������������������
���������������#���
���������
�����������<����������������
����
surrounding trade wars seems to be limiting more rapid growth in business investment.

5  European Central Bank. (2017). Definition of Price Stability. (Accessed 01 December 2017): www.ecb.europa.eu 
6  IMF. (2017). Regional Economic Outlook: Sub-Saharan Africa, October 2017. Washington, DC 
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Figure 1.4: US Federal Funds Target Rate Mid-Point of Range, 2008 – 2019
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The Federal Reserve raised the target range for the federal funds rate four times in 2018, the last of which was 
���DJ�������D�DJ�$�D�J�������������
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���5������������
��� 7 The Fed has also lowered its forecast for Federal 
funds interest rate increases in 2019. These increases are set to remain gradual amid slowing global growth and 
��������������
��
��
��������������������������
���
�]��
�����
���
����]���
����
���]���;�
�
��������8 effect as 
the strong dollar continues to constrain price pressures.

Global Trade Tensions
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Figure 1.5: Growth in Trade Volume of Goods and Services, 2000 - 2018
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Global trade volumes picked up in 2017 as investors became upbeat about the global economic outlook. The 
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7  US Federal Reserve Board (2018). Meeting Calendars, Statements, And Minutes: December 2018. Washington, DC.
8  The inverse relationship between the level of unemployment and the rate of inflation.
9  IMF. (2017). World Economic Outlook: October 2017. Washington, DC. 
10  IMF. (2018). 5 Charts That Explain the Global Economy in 2018, December 2018. Washington, DC. 
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Growth Moderating in Europe
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China has overtaken these regions and has become South Africa’s single largest export partner. Nevertheless, 
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EU region accounted for 22.5 per cent of total exports. Although South Africa’s exports to the EU region have 
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Economic growth in the EU was 2.7 per cent in 2017, which is an improvement from 1.8 per cent in 2016. 
However, momentum has slowed and economic growth has been below expectations in the EU. The region’s 
economic growth is expected to have slowed to 2.2 per cent in 2018, and is forecast at 2 per cent in 2019. A 
��������
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��_������<�����%~W���
��������������������������'��������
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expected to remain above potential in most countries in the region.

Figure 1.6: Euro-Area GDP Growth, 2016 – 2018 
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has weakened, higher oil prices have dampened incomes, and issues around labour shortages and production 
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The Effect of Brexit on the UK Economy and Eurozone
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Figure 1.7: United Kingdom Trading Partners, 2018
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The EU is the UK’s largest trading partner, 44 per cent of the UK’s exports of goods and services are destined for 
the EU. EU membership ensured that trade between the regions was seamless. The UK’s departure from the EU 
will result in trade restrictions that were not present during membership. In addition, the migration of labour will 
also be subject to some limitations. 

1.3  Emerging Markets 
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external demand. In India, growth is expected to have risen to 7.3 per cent in 2018 following the recent increase 
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Growth is anticipated to have risen to 1.3 per cent in 2018 from 1.1 per cent in 2017. 

Some pockets of weakening economic performance exist in the region. After growing at 2.9 per cent in 2017, 
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Emerging Markets Sell-Off as Yields Rise in the US
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11  IMF (2018). World Economic Outlook, January 2018. Washington, DC.
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Figure 1.8: US Treasury Yields and US Dollan Index 
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Source: BER and Bloomberg, 2018 
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countries. 

Figure 1.9: Emerging Market Currencies versus the USD, Jan 2018 – Dec 2018
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12  The Financial Times (2018). Wrong lessons from Asia’s crisis. (Accessed 05 December 2018): www.ft.com. Washington, DC. 
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1.4  Sub-Saharan Africa
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South Africa. 

Figure 1.10: South Africa’s share of trade with Sub-Saharan Africa, 1992 – 2016 
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Source: World Integrated Trade Solution WITS, 2018
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13  Bloomberg (2018). Spotlight on Africa’s Hotspots, 2019 Preview. Johannesburg: South Africa.
14  IMF (2018). World Economic Outlook, October 2018. Washington, DC.
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Figure 1.11: Nominal GDP and GDP Growth Rate in 2018 and 2019 
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1.5  South African Economic Review and Outlook
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The following section reviews domestic economic developments. It focuses on the economic performance of 
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Economic Performance of South Africa
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per cent in 2018 and is expected to rise to 1.5 per cent in 2019 and 1.7 per cent in 2020.16 

15  A technical recession is two consecutive quarters of negative GDP growth.
16  National Treasury. (2019). Budget Review 2019. Pretoria: South Africa.
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Figure 1.12: South African Gross Domestic Product, 2010 – 2019 
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Figure 1.13: South Africa Changes in Quarterly Industry Output, 2018Q1 – 2018Q2 
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17  Statistics South Africa. (2017). The Recession Ends as GDP Climbs By 2,2%. Pretoria: South Africa.



11

Socio-Economic Review and Outlook  2019

+�������������
� �����
�����
��<�������
��������
�����������������
��������������
� ��������������������=����
��������<��������<����
���������������������������������������
����������������������5�����
��������
��
���������������������������
�����������$����
�����������������<���
����������������������������
����
������
���������������
�������������
���������
��
��������

Figure 1.14: Shares of Expenditure on GDP, 2010 – 2017 
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declining investment in construction and the transport sector, is one of the main reasons behind the economic 
stagnation. 
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Figure 1.15: Capital Formation and Business Confidence, 2015Q1 – 2018Q3
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rather than a marked improvement in the business sentiment. As such, it remains to be seen if the improvement 
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Much of this expenditure is directed at education (19 per cent), social protection (14 per cent) and health (12 
per cent).18

Figure 1.16: Expenditure by General Government, 2007 – 2017 
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18  Statistics South Africa. (2017). Financial Statistics of Consolidated General Government 2016/2017. Pretoria: South Africa.
19  C.J. Pretorius and S. Knox. (2018). Private Consumption Expenditure In The Macro Econometric Model Of The Reserve Bank. Pretoria: South Africa.
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Figure 1.17: Household Final Consumption Expenditure, 2015Q2 – 2018Q3 
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Figure 1.18: Consumer confidence and Private Sector Credit Extension, 2015Q1 – 2018Q3
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20  Bureau for Economic Research. (2018) Consumer Confidence Index in the First Quarter. Stellenbosch: South Africa.  
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Figure 1.19: Rand Dollar Exchange Rate and Brent Crude Oil Price, 2008 – 2018 

���
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

�	

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

����

����

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

�


��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

���

���

����

����

��	
���

��

��

��

��

���

���

���
��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
�&

��

�

��
��
��

��

��
�&

��

�

��
��
��

��

��
�&

��

	

��
��
��

�


��
�&

��

�

��	
��

�����	�

����%������ ����"���&�����


Source: Iress, (2018)

	
����
������
���������������~#5KH����������
��#���������DH@K����������+&������������@J�V��������~#5����
J�#����������{��������������
����
����
�����
��
�������<�#�����+
�
��W��
�]��
���������
�������������������
����
net importer of oil for use in its production processes. This has resulted in a rise in fuel prices which has been 
����
����������
�
���
��DH@K��+������
����
�]��
��<���
���
��������������
����
�������
������
�
���<�����DJ�[�����
�����
��}����DH@K<�������
������#�����#+W��!��������;�
���"���Q�(!;")����������"�������������<������
������
�<����
�������<�DJ�[���������������
���
����
��}����DH@K������������
��
��}����DH@Z����
�����������
�������������
����

�]��
���������
����5��������DH@@� 21

21  Statistics South Africa. (2017). Fuel Inflation remains in double digit territory as prices rise. Pretoria: South Africa.
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Figure 1.20: South Africa Headline Consumer Price Inflation, 2009 – 2018
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Figure 1.21: South Africa’s Trade Balance, Jan 2015 – Nov 2018

-30

-20

-10

0

10

20

20
15

/1
0/

01

20
15

/0
1/

01

20
18

/0
1/

01

20
15

/0
7/

01

20
16

/0
1/

01

20
18

/0
4/

01

20
16

/0
7/

01

20
17

/0
1/

01

20
17

/0
7/

01

20
17

/1
0/

01

20
18

/1
0/

01

20
16

/1
0/

01

20
15

/0
4/

01

20
18

/0
7/

01

20
17

/0
4/

01

20
16

/0
4/

01

ZAR Billion

Source: Bloomberg, 2018

*
�����@�D@�������#�����+
�
��W������������������������}�������DH@J�����L��������DH@K��#�����+
�
�������
�����������������
��+&�K�K��
��
���
��+������DH@K�������������������
���
��+&�J�[��
��
���
��}�������������������
"��	������<� ���� ����������
��������������� �����
������ 
��@H����������� 
��������
����
�����Y�
�������������
and exports of agricultural products declined. South Africa is an oil importer and oil prices surged to a record in 
	��������"��������
�����
���������������
���������+&�D�J��
��
���
������������
�����������



16

Socio-Economic Review and Outlook  2019

In November, South Africa recorded a trade surplus of ZAR 3.5 billion as imports declined and exports of 
chemical and mineral products rose.

Labour Market Review
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Figure 1.22: South African Official and Expanded Unemployment Rate, 2008Q3 – 2018Q3
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Figure 1.23: Number of People Unemployed, Short and Long term, 2008Q3 – 2018Q3
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1.6  Government’s Response to Low Economic Growth
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growth to rise to 1.4 per cent and 1.7 per cent in 2019 and 2020. Meanwhile, SARB’s growth projections are 
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and 1.7 in 2020.

22  Long-term unemployment refers to people who have been unemployed for 12 months or more.
23  OECD. (2018). OECD Data: Long Term Unemployment Rate. (Accessed 01 December 2018): https://data.oecd.org/unemp/long-term-unemployment-rate.
24  Statistics South Africa. (2018). Who Is Most Likely to Be Affected by Long-Term Unemployment? Pretoria: South Africa.
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Chapter 2: Gauteng and Municipal 

Economic Review

2.1  Introduction
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depreciation and the negative impact of the escalating trade tensions between China and the US have affected 
the province’s manufacturing and mining sectors. 
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in 2014.
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framework of TMR. This is done in the context of the province’s economic performance. The chapter also provides 
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The chapter is structured as follows: Section 2.2 reviews Gauteng’s economic performance Gauteng. Section 2.3 
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which reviews the economic performance of the province’s district municipalities and their local municipalities. 
Section 2.5 focuses on the performance of the labour market in the province and its regions. Sections 2.6 
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concluding remarks.

2.2  Performance of the Gauteng Economy
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Figure 2. 1: Economic Growth Rate in Gauteng and South Africa, 2000 – 2021
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Note: Shaded area illustrates forecasts.
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manufacturing accounts for a higher share of economic output at 14.5 per cent. 

Figure 2. 2: Sector Output Growth, 2017 – 2019 
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25  The tertiary sector is made up of finance services, government services, trade and transport industries.
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Investment
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investment in the public sector.

Figure 2. 3: Real Gross Fixed Capital Formation, 2000 – 2017 
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In 201726, growth in real investment continued its negative trend, although at a lesser pace than in 2016. 
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Figure 2. 4: Final Consumption Expenditure by Households for Gauteng, 2000 – 2017
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26  2017 is the latest year that data is available for final household consumption expenditure, gross fixed capital formation, and international trade data
27  National Treasury. (2018). Medium Term Budget Policy Statement. Pretoria.
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Figure 2. 5: Gauteng Annual Headline Inflation, Jan 2017 – Dec 2018 
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consumption expenditure.

Imports and Exports Trends
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the highest contributing industries within those sectors highlighted. This is applicable for both Tables 2.1 and 2.2.

28 Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: RIES – Household and Income Expenditure. (Access on 11 November 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
29 The provincial import and export figures are subject to limitations which should be kept in mind when making the analysis. The provincial trade figures are usually tied to postal codes of head office or agents 

that reports imports and exports activities. The South African Revenue Services (SARS) calculates provincial imports and exports figures by aggregating figures for all postal codes in each province. As such, there 
is a limitation in allocating trade to the right region because the postal codes may not reflect the correct region where the actual import or export activity took place but may recognise the agent that handles 
international trade transactions. In most cases, these transactions are usually handled by the head office, which may not be in the same province as branches where the actual import and export activity happened 
(Information accessed from Quantec Research, 2018.). 
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Table 2. 1: Exports of Goods in Gauteng, 2016 and 2017

Sector
2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

Total 100% 10.97% 100% 9.95%

Agriculture 1.56% 35.09% 1.86% 30.69%

  Vegetables 0.24% 31.41% 0.20% -6.52%

   Meat 0.21% 16.41% 0.20% 7.71%

Mining 28.62% 7.70% 35.13% 34.73%

  Precious Metals 6.23% 11.88% 5.49% -3.19%

  Mineral Products 14.63% 20.10% 17.81% 33.83%

  Base Metals 12.84% 8.78% 11.52% -1.40%

     Iron & steel 8.87% 15.15% 7.89% -2.20%

Manufacturing 68.10% 9.74% 61.69% -0.57%

  Vehicles & Other Transport Equipment 15.62% 19.19% 14.16% -0.32%

  Prepared Food Stuff, Beverages & Tobacco 2.62% 15.68% 2.45% 2.76%

  Pharmaceutical Products 0.61% 19.06% 0.54% -2.79%

Source: Quantec Research, 2018
Note: Iron & steel is the major industry contributing to the base metals category

_������
�������Q������
������������������
������ 
��DH@Z<��������
������U�UJ����������
����@H�UZ����������

�� ���� ����
���� ������ ���� ��������� ���� ��
���� �������� �
� ������ ����
�����
��� ���� ���
��������� �Q�������
=���
�����
����Q��������������������H�JZ����������
��DH@Z��{
��
������������������$�������<��Q�������
����
�����
���������������������Y�
���������������������������
�����������������
�������
�������������%Q�������
����������
food stuff, beverages and tobacco grew at a much slower pace.

Table 2. 2: Imports of Goods to Gauteng, 2016 and 2017

Sector
2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

Total 100% 2.12% 100% 1.21%

Agriculture 2.12% 58.86% 1.17% -44.04%

  Vegetables 0.10% -0.53% 0.08% 20.85%

   Meat 0.28% -0.53% 0.34% 20.85%

Mining 9.07% -19.11% 11.23% 25.35%

  Precious Metals 1.46% 56.39% 1.67% 15.40%

  Mineral Products 9.48% -16.96% 11.26% 20.21%

  Base Metals 4.17% -6.18% 3.93% -4.59%

     Iron & steel 1.0% -11.42% 0.9% -3.16%

Manufacturing 88.45% 4.03% 87.30% -0.10%

  Vehicles & Other Transport Equipment 18.51% 7.66% 19.33% 5.70%

  Prepared Food Stuff, Beverages & Tobacco 2.33% 17.12% 2.30% 0.10%

  Pharmaceutical Products 3.51% 1.50% 3.66% 5.60%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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investment and meagre growth in household consumption. Slow growth in imports was as a result of the negative 
growth in imports of manufactured products. Manufacturing, which accounts for over 80 per cent of total imports 
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2.3  The Performance of Metropolitan Municipality Economies
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(CoE). This section examines the economic performance in these metros.

Economic Developments in the Metros
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the second-most populated metro in Gauteng.

Figure 2. 6: Economic Growth in the Metros, 2006 – 2021
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Note: Shaded area illustrates forecasts.
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CoE (21.3 per cent). In the CoT, government accounted for 32.3 per cent of economic output in 2018. 
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Figure 2. 7: Sector Output Growth for Metros in 2018
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metros, except in the CoT where there was no growth in 2018. This was indicative of the overall low demand 
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the CoE. Trade was also up across all metros although it increased at below 1 per cent throughout. 

Investment

This sub-section looks at real investment in the province’s metros, which is an important stimulus of economic 
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Figure 2. 8: Growth in Real Gross Fixed Capital Formation, 2012 – 2017

20
12

20
15

20
13

2,9%

20
17

20
14

2,2%

-0,8%

2,4%

3,5%

0,6%

6,3%

-0,4%

7,7% 7,9%

2,3%

3,9%

5,6%
6,3%

-4,9%

-0,9%

-2,7%
-3,0%

20
16

0.04pp

0.02pp

0.03pp

CoE CoTCoJ

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018



26

Socio-Economic Review and Outlook  2019

_������
��������������Q������
���� 
�����
���
����������
������ 
��DH@Z����������
������
���������
���� "�� ����
!�%<�
������������������������H�K����������
��DH@Z���
���������
������������������$V�U�������������������
������
����
�����������"����������������H�V����������
������!����������H�U����������
������!�}<�
�����
���
���������
����
[�����D�Z����� ����<� �������
����� 
��DH@z�� "���������� 
�� ��������
���������������������'�������'����
�����
���������������������������������������
��������������

Household Consumption Expenditure within Metros
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expenditure in the metros.

Figure 2. 9: Contribution of Expenditure Components to Household Expenditure 
Growth in Metros, 2017
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2017. This was a notable improvement from the 1.1 per cent and 1.4 per cent recorded in 2016.30 The driver 
of growth in household consumption expenditure was expenditure on semi-durable goods, which contributed 
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Imports and Exports Trends
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30  Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: RIES—Household Income & Expenditure by 2011 Municipality/Ward-Based Metro Region. (Access on 11 November 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
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Table 2. 3: Export of Goods in Metros, 2016 – 2017
Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

CoE 100% 0.4% 100% 3.4%

   Agriculture 1.1% 0.8% 1.0% -0.9%

   Mining 5.4% 1.3% 5.2% 0.4%

   Manufacturing 93.5% 0.3% 93.7% 3.6%

CoJ 97% 14.6% 98% 14.6%

   Agriculture 1.9% 37.2% 2.3% 37.2%

   Mining 35.2% 42.0% 43.6% 42.0%

   Manufacturing 59.8% -0.7% 51.8% -0.7%

CoT 100% 11.3% 100% 4.8%

   Agriculture 1.3% 30.1% 1.4% 11.6%

   Mining 26.5% -7.4% 31.4% 23.8%

   Manufacturing 72.1% 19.9% 67.3% -2.3%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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export of mining products (42 per cent). A notable jump in mining exports was also recorded in the CoT at 23.8 
per cent, resulting in a 4.8 per cent increase in the total value of exported products in the CoT.

Table 2. 4: Import of Goods in Metros, 2016 – 2017
Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

CoE 100% 1.1% 100% 1.3%

   Agriculture 0.6% 3.7% 0.6% -9.2%

   Mining 1.1% 16.8% 5.1% 384.7%

   Manufacturing 98.3% 0.9% 94.3% -2.8%

CoJ 99% 3.0% 100% -1.6%

   Agriculture 2.8% 91.5% 1.3% -55.0%

   Mining 13.6% -20.5% 15.6% 13.5%

   Manufacturing 83.1% 6.5% 82.6% -2.2%

CoT 100% -0.2% 100% 11.7%

   Agriculture 1.7% -11.7% 1.5% -3.6%

   Mining 0.7% -24.3% 0.5% -26.9%

   Manufacturing 97.6% 0.2% 98.1% 12.2%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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in the imports of agricultural and manufacturing products. An increase in the imports of manufacturing products 
(12.2 per cent) in the CoT cushioned against the negative impact of contractions in imports of agricultural and 
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agricultural and manufacturing products.
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2.4  The Performance of District Municipality Economies

In addition to the three metros, Gauteng houses two district municipalities: Sedibeng and West Rand. Sedibeng 
has three local municipalities: Emfuleni, Lesedi and Midvaal. The West Rand also consists of three local 
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performance of the two districts and their local municipalities. 

Economic Developments in Sedibeng
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economic performance trends in Sedibeng and its local municipalities.

GDP Growth Performance

Figure 2. 10: GDP Growth of Sedibeng, 2000 – 2021
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Figure 2. 11: GDP Growth of Local Municipalities, 2004 – 2021
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Similar to the district, growth is expected to have slowed in the Sedibeng local municipalities in 2018. Emfuleni, 
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and agriculture sectors. 

Sector Performance

Figure 2. 12: Sedibeng’s Sector Output Growth, 2017 and 2018
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are estimated to have grown and boosted economic growth in Sedibeng in 2018 are government and trade. 
��������<�����������������������
���[J�����������
����
�
���
���������
���



30

Socio-Economic Review and Outlook  2019

Figure 2. 13: Sector Output Growth in Locals in 2018
Emfuleni

Share of 
total output

63.3%
Tertiary Sector

Share of 
total output

35%
Secondary Sector Manufacturing Construction Electricity

Share of 
total output

1.7%

Primary Sector MiningAgriculture

Trade Transport Finance Government

2.2%

-0.4%-0.5%

-7.1%

0.7%

0.1%

0.6% 1.1% 1.7%

Midvaal

Share of 
total output

62.4%
Tertiary Sector

Share of 
total output

34.1%
Secondary Sector Manufacturing Construction Electricity

Share of 
total output

3.5%
Primary Sector MiningAgriculture

Trade Transport Finance Government

1.9%

-0.1%0%

-1.9%

1.0%

0%

0.9% 1.8% 2.0%

Lesedi

Share of 
total output

67.4%
Tertiary Sector

Share of 
total output

27.1%
Secondary Sector Manufacturing Construction Electricity

Share of 
total output

5.4%

Primary Sector MiningAgriculture

Trade Transport Finance Government

2.1%

-0.2%0.7%

-2.6%

0.8%

0.8%

0.7% 1.7% 1.6%

Source: IHS Markit, 2018
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Investment

Figure 2. 14: Growth in Real Gross Fixed Capital Formation in Sedibeng and Locals, 2012 – 2017
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Real investment in Sedibeng and its local municipalities recovered somewhat in 2017 after having contracted in 
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Household Consumption Expenditure

Figure 2. 15: Sedibeng’s Household Consumption Expenditure and Disposable Income, 2000 – 2017
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cent in 2017 which was up from 1.4 per cent in 2016. 

31 Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: RECAP – Fixed Capital Formation and Capital Stock by Industry. (Access on 11 November 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
32  Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: RECAP – Fixed Capital Formation and Capital Stock by Industry. (Access on 11 November 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
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Figure 2. 16: Contribution of Components to Household Expenditure Growth in Locals, 2017
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33  Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: RIES – Household and Income Expenditure. (Access on 11 November 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
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Imports and Exports Trends

Table 2. 5: Exports of Goods in Sedibeng, 2016 - 2017
Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

Sedibeng 100% -16% 100% 13%

   Agriculture 0.2% -18.4% 0.1% -34.6%

   Mining 4% 6.9% 4.2% 9.1%

   Manufacturing 95% -17.1% 95.7% 13.4%

Emfuleni 100% -21% 100% 24%

   Agriculture 0.1% 25.5% 0.1% 96.3%

   Mining 0.5% -41.0% 0.5% 47.7%

   Manufacturing 99% -21.4% 99.4% 24.0%

Midvaal 100% -2% 100% -22%

   Agriculture 0% -20% 0% -28%

   Mining 7% 9% 10% 13%

   Manufacturing 93% -3% 90% -24%

Lesedi 100% 40% 100% -31%

   Agriculture 2% -26% 1% -76%

   Mining 41% 17% 61% 3%

   Manufacturing 57% 70% 38% -54%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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Table 2. 6: Import of Goods in Sedibeng, 2016 – 2017 

Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

Sedibeng 100% 17% 100% 14%

   Agriculture 1% -11% 2% 320%

   Mining 24% 10% 42% 101%

   Manufacturing 75% 20% 55% -16%

Emfuleni 100% 23% 100% 15%

   Agriculture 0% -71% 0% 7%

   Mining 27% 10% 47% 102%

   Manufacturing 73% 29% 53% -17%

Midvaal 100% -15% 100% -16%

   Agriculture 4% -23% 3% -33%

   Mining 0% 11% 0% -33%

   Manufacturing 96% -15% 97% -15%

Lesedi 100% -24% 100% 125%

   Agriculture 15% 9% 56% 754%

   Mining 0% - 0% -

   Manufacturing 85% -28% 44% 16%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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recent economic performance of the West Rand district and its local municipalities.

GDP Growth Performance

Figure 2. 17: Economic Growth of West Rand, 2000 – 2021
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input costs and the stagnant international price of gold.35

Figure 2. 18: Economic Growth of Local Municipalities, 2004 – 2021
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Sector Performance

Figure 2. 19: West Rand’s Sector Output Growth, 2017 and 2018
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account for 29.2 per cent of West Rand’s economic output in 2018. Thus, a decline in mining output has serious 
implications for growth in the region.  

35  Chamber of Mines. (2017). Mining Indaba 2017 Chamber Media Briefing: State of the Mining Sector. Johannesburg.
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Mining is expected to have declined to -8 per cent in 2018, from a contraction of 6.3 per cent in 2017. As 
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Figure 2. 20: Sector Output Growth in Local Municipalities in 2018
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slowed to 0.5 per cent. 

Investment

Figure 2. 21: Growth in Real Gross Fixed Capital Formation in West Rand, 2012 – 2017
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In 2017 real investment rebounded in West Rand and across all its sub-regions. Investment in the district 
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36  Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: Recap– Fixed Capital Formation and Capital Stock by Industry, Asset Type and 2011 Local Municipal/Ward-Based Metro Region Level. (Access on 12 December 
2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
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Household Consumption Expenditure

Figure 2. 22: West Rand’s Household Consumption Expenditure Growth and Disposable Income, 2000 – 2017
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Figure 2. 23: Contribution of Expenditure Components to Household Expenditure Growth in Locals, 2017
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In line with the better economic performance, compared to the other two municipalities, household consumption 
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37  Quantec EasyData. (2018). Data Set: TRD11 – RSA Regional Trade HST 6-digit. (Access on 03 December 2018). https://www.easydata.co.za
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Imports and Exports Trends

Table 2. 7: Export of Goods in West Rand, 2016 – 2017
Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

West Rand 100% -7.7% 100% -14.1%

   Agriculture 2.3% 7.3% 2.8% 7.5%

   Mining 60.3% -11.3% 51.1% -27.2%

   Manufacturing 37.4% -2.1% 46.1% 5.7%

Mogale City 100% 7.0% 100% 7.2%

   Agriculture 4.6% 10.0% 4.6% 7.3%

   Mining 32.9% 18.0% 32.0% 4.1%

   Manufacturing 62.5% 1.8% 63.5% 8.8%

Merafong City 100% -16.8% 100% -33.9%

   Agriculture 0.1% -58.9% 0.1% -38.1%

   Mining 86.1% -17.7% 82.0% -37.1%

   Manufacturing 13.8% -9.5% 17.9% -14.2%

Rand West City 100% -21% 100% -35.5%

   Agriculture 0.0% 0% 0.2% 319.3%

   Mining 87.0% -20% 78.9% -41.6%

   Manufacturing 12.9% -27% 20.9% 4.3%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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Table 2. 8: Import of Goods in West Rand, 2016 – 2017
Region/Sector 2016 2017

Contribution to total Growth rate Contribution to total Growth rate

West Rand 100% -15.1% 100% -14.8%

   Agriculture 1.7% -13.0% 1.9% -0.7%

   Mining 1.2% -7.6% 1.5% 3.5%

   Manufacturing 97.1% -15.2% 96.6% -15.3%

Mogale City 100% -22% 100% -9%

   Agriculture 2.2% -8.3% 2.5% -0.9%

   Mining 1.5% -14.4% 1.9% 9.6%

   Manufacturing 96.2% -22.7% 95.7% -9.9%

Merafong City 100% -1.6% 100% -26%

   Agriculture 0.00% - 0.0% -

   Mining 0.00% - 0.0% -

   Manufacturing 100.00% -1.6% 100.0% -26%

Rand West City 100% 50% 100% -35%

   Agriculture 0.0% -98.5% 0.1% 303.9%

   Mining 0.8% - 0.4% -72.1%

   Manufacturing 99.1% 50.8% 99.6% -34.9%

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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Labour Market in Gauteng
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Most migrants come into the province in search of economic and job opportunities. 
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Table 2. 9: Labour Market Key Indicators for Gauteng, 2012Q4 and 2018Q3
Indicator 2012Q4 2018Q3

Official Expanded Official Expanded

Number (thousand)

Working Population (age 15+)           9 564           9 564         11 028         11 028 

Labour Force           6 224           6 679           7 275           7 785 

Employed           4 772           4 772           5 132           5 132 

Unemployed           1 453           1 907           2 143           2 653 

Not Economically Active           3 340           2 885           3 753           3 243 

Discouraged Job Seeker              348           2 999              413           3 094 

Unemployment Rate             23.3%             28.6%             29.5%             34.1% 

Employed/Population Ratio (absorption rate)             49.9%             49.9%             46.5%             46.5% 

Labour Force Participation Rate             65.1%             69.8%             66.0%             70.6% 

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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An indicator which mirrors the health of the labour market is the labour absorption rate. It shows the proportion 
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Labour Market in Metros

Metros are the economic hubs of the province and thus tend to attract a lot of migrants who are looking for 
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section looks at labour market trends in the province’s metros.

Table 2. 10: Labour Market Key Indicators Based on Official Definition, 2012 and 2017
Indicator 2012 2017

CoE CoJ CoT CoE CoJ CoT

Labour Force (thousand) 1 541 2 404 1 370 1 756 2 761 1 607

Economically Active Population (thousand) 1 541 2 278 1 379 1 720 2 589 1 607

Employed/Population Ratio (absorption rate) 49.3% 59.0% 51.3% 48.5% 57.8% 52.4%

Unemployment Rate 29.0% 23.9% 23.1% 32.5% 26.5% 23.9%

Employment Growth 3.7% 3.2% 4.2% 1.9% 2.2% 2.6%

Source: IHS Markit, 2018
Note: 2017 is the latest year that data is available.
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per cent during the same period in the CoE.

38  The official definition of unemployment considers a person to be unemployed only if they have “taken active steps to look for work or to start some form of self-employment in the four weeks prior to the 
interview”. 

39  The expanded definition of unemployment includes discouraged job seekers, those that wanted to work but there are no jobs in the area or were unable to find work that required their skills.
40  Statistics South Africa. (2018). Quarterly Labour Force Survey: Quarter 3 2018. Pretoria.
41  South African Institution of Race Relations (IRR). (2016). Labour Market Absorption Rate Slips. Johannesburg.
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Figure 2. 24: Share of Unemployed People by Age and Education, 2018Q3
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Labour Market in Sedibeng
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and its local municipalities.

Table 2. 11: Labour Market Key Indicators Based on Official Definition, 2012 and 2017

Indicator
2012 2017

Sedibeng Emfuleni Midvaal Lesedi Sedibeng Emfuleni Midvaal Lesedi
Labour Force (thousand) 353.9 285.1 43.0 25.8 478.1 381.8 56.2 40.1

Economically Active Population (thousand) 383.5 298.0 44.6 40.9 486.6 376.2 56.1 54.3

Employment/Population Ratio (absorption rate) 37.4% 37.5% 52.9% 21.8% 34.6% 34.3% 50.8% 20.5%

Unemployment Rate 32.3% 35.0% 18.8% 27.6% 52.5% 56.2% 34.2% 45.9%

Employment Growth -3.1% -4.4% 1.9% 1.9% 1.0% 0.7% 2.1% 1.8%

Source: IHS Markit, 2018
Note: 2017 is the latest year that data is available.
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13 000 in Midvaal and 14 000 in Lesedi. On the other hand, the proportion of the working age population that 
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Emfuleni, 50.8 per cent in Midvaal and 20.5 per cent in Lesedi. 
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Figure 2. 25: Share of Unemployed People by Age and Education, 3Q2018
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than in the other municipalities. 

Labour Market in West Rand
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Table 2. 12: Labour Market Key Indicators Based on Official Definition, 2012 and 2017
Indicator 2012 2017

West Rand Mogale 
City

Merafong 
City

Rand West 
City

West Rand Mogale 
City

Merafong 
City

Rand West 
Cty

Labour Force (thousand) 363.2 150.1 98.5 114.6 451.1 196.0 112.5 142.6

Economically Active Population (thousand) 373.8 170.9 79.9 123.0 443.6 209.6 88.6 145.5

Employment/Population Ratio (absorption rate) 47.0% 42.6% 58.8% 44.2% 47.2% 39.2% 73.1% 40.8%

Unemployment Rate 26.0% 25.3% 23.3% 28.7% 40.6% 43.7% 22.8% 47.0%

Employment Growth -0.4% 0.1% -1.1% -0.2% 0.8% 0.8% 0.6% 0.8%

Source: IHS Markit, 2018
Note: 2017 is the latest year that data is available.
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Figure 2. 26: Share of Unemployed People by Age and Education, 3Q2018
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Source: Quantec EasyData, 2018
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2.6  Gains Made and Constrains to Provincial Growth: Taking Stock
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TMR and challenges that have been encountered.  
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�� Building infrastructure and creating EPWP opportunities; and 
�� Attracting investment into the province

Township enterprise development and local procurement

In the 2014 SoPA, the Premier of Gauteng emphasised the need to revitalise the province’s township economies 
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made to improve the economies of townships in the province. The TER calls for a shift in how government uses 
its public spending to support township enterprises and their value chains.
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has spent on the TER programme. 43

42  Gauteng Provincial Government. (2016). Report for the People of Gauteng. Mid-Term Performance Review 2014-2016. Johannesburg.
43  Gauteng Provincial Government. (2018). Speech by The Honourable Barbara Creecy Gauteng MEC For Finance on the Occasion of the Tabling of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement 2018 and the 

Provincial Adjustment Appropriation 2018/19. Gauteng Legislature. Johannesburg.



45

Socio-Economic Review and Outlook  2019

"�����������
�������
�����
������<�[H�������
���
������
���������
������������������������
����<�����
��������"!��
incubation facilities and industrial parks. Other initiatives linked to the TER that have been implemented include 
the Township Entrepreneurship Awards (TEA) which encourages the growth and support of Gauteng SMMEs 
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���������44 In line with this initiative, various 
SMMEs and cooperatives, that contribute towards growth of small businesses in townships, have been provided 
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Overall, the provincial government procurement spent on goods and services from township business has 
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Youth employment creation and skills development
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200 were assisted to start their own businesses.

Building infrastructure and creating EPWP opportunities

Infrastructure development is one of the focus areas of the TMR programme, with the intention to fast-track 
spatial and economic transformation in the province. To emphasise the GPG’s commitment in this area, in the 
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River. 
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(EPWP) job opportunities and created 265 000 jobs. According to the 2019 SoPA, over 100 000 women have 
���������
����%;{;������������
��_�������48

"��������������<�
�
������������
����������
�����������
����������������������
��������
��
����
������[H������������<�
two new provincial hospitals and three clinics and eight new libraries. Furthermore, over 5 000 kilometres of 
roads have been upgraded and rehabilitated. 49

Attracting investment into the province
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commitments. For example, Ford SA has invested about R3 billion in its plant in Silverton to build the new Ranger 
in addition to the investment that went into the production of the new Ford Everest.  BMW has also invested about 
R6 billion to capacitate its plant for the manufacturing of the new X3 model, which will be destined for the export 
market. 

Challenges Encountered in Implementing the TMR Programme

As outlined in previous sections, the slow pace of economic growth has been a hindrance to the implementation 
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44 Gauteng Department of Economic Development. (2018). 2018/2019 Budget Vote. Gauteng Legislature. Johannesburg.
45  SoPA. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address By Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg: South Africa.
46 Gauteng Provincial Government. (2018). Speech by Premier David Makhura on the Occasion of the Budget Vote of the Office of the Premier. Johannesburg.
47 Gauteng Provincial Government. (2018). Speech by The Honourable Barbara Creecy Gauteng MEC For Finance on the Occasion of the Tabling of the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement 2018 and the 

Provincial Adjustment Appropriation 2018/19. Gauteng Legislature. Johannesburg.
48 SoPA. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address By Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg: South Africa.
49   SoPA. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address By Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg: South Africa. 
50 SoPA. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address By Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg: South Africa.
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The pressure of rapid urbanisation and migration into the province, as well as ageing infrastructure, are also 
critical issues for the GPG.52�{�
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government-provided housing, services costs and billing as well as waste services.  

2.7  Economic Outlook for Gauteng
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consumption expenditure outcomes expected for Gauteng as the two growth trends tend to move at a similar 
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to 1.5 per cent in 2019 before increasing to 1.7 per cent in 2020 and 1.9 per cent in 2021. As expected, the 
economics of the local municipalities in Sedibeng are expected to perform better than the local municipalities in 
the West Rand. 

51  Gauteng Provincial Treasury. (2018). Gauteng Province Medium Term Budget Policy Statement. Johannesburg.
52  Office of the Premier. (2018). Fifth Political Report to The Provincial Legislature. Gauteng Legislature. Johannesburg. 
53  GCRO. (2018). Key Insights from GCRO’s 5th Quality of Life Survey (2017/18). Johannesburg.
54  National Treasury. (2018). Medium Term Budget Policy Statement. Pretoria
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2.8  Conclusion

This chapter discussed the economic performance of the province and highlighted that economic growth has 
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Chapter 3: Socio-Economic Review 

and Development 

3.1 Introduction
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province. It assesses the degree to which the current economic performance impacts on the social and living 
conditions of households and individuals in South Africa and Gauteng. 
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development indicators. These focuses on the households’ access to basic services infrastructure in order to track 
progress of the core functions of municipalities, and government at large, on developmental issues.

3.2 South Africa and Gauteng
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people living in South Africa in 2018.55 About 29.5 million of this population were females and 28.2 were males. 
Of the total population, about 25.5 per cent resided in Gauteng, 19.7 per cent in KwaZulu-Natal and 11.5 per 
cent in the Western Cape. 
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example, population growth was one of the factors contributing to the rapid industrialisation and economic 
growth.57 The increase in population can be regarded as a source of capital formation in that growth of capital 
stock depends on human capital formation which is process of increased knowledge and skills. Thus, the spread 
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55  Statistics South Africa. (2018). Mid-Year Population Estimates 2018. Pretoria
56  IMF. (2018). World Economic Outlook Database, October 2018. (Accessed on 28th January 2019): https://www.imf.org
57  Jhingan, M.L. (1997). The Economics of Development and Planning, 40th Edition. India Vrinda Publications Ltd.
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resources being scarce for underdeveloped countries, rapid population growth creates a challenge for investment 
needed for future growth and development.58

Figure 3.1: GDP and Population Growth Rate for South Africa and Gauteng, 2003 - 2019

���


����


���
���


���


���


	��


���


��



���

��
��

���


��
��

��
�


��
��

��
�	

��
��

��
��

����


��
�


��
��

��
��

��
��

��
�


��
��

��
��

��
�	

��	


��
��

��� �����'���������������������' ����'�������

����'� (��!�

��


�


�






�


�


���


��



���


���


��	


��
�	

��



��
�	

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
�


��
��

��
��

���



��
�


��
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
�


��
��

��	


��
��

�������

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2019
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58  Jhingan, M.L. (1997). The Economics of Development and Planning, 40th Edition. India Vrinda Publications Ltd.
59  South African Reserve Bank. (2019). Statement of Monetary Policy Committee 17th January 2019. Pretoria
60  Data according to the IHS Markit Regional Explorer, 1570.
61  Demographic dividend refers to growth in economic activity as a result of change in the age structure of the country’s population.
62  Statistics South Africa. (2018). Labour Market Dynamics in South Africa, 2017. Pretoria
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Figure 3.2: Population by Age Distribution in South Africa and Gauteng, 2009 and 2018g

Source: Quantec EasyData, 2019
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Figure 3.3: Net Migration in Provinces, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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63  GCRO. (2012). GCRO Data Brief No. 5 Gauteng: A Province of Migrants. (Accessed on 28th January 2019): http://www.gcro.ac.za
64  International Organisation for Migration. (2014). Regional Strategy for Southern Africa 2014-2016. Pretoria
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In terms of out-migration, the Eastern Cape has the highest number of out-migrants, with over 320 000 people 
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Figure 3.4: Migration from the Rest of the World, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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migrants was the Northern Cape, at 7 000, between 2011 and 2016.
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Development Indicators
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The Share of Population Living in Poverty 
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65  Statistics South Africa. (2018). Mid-Year Population Estimates 2018. Pretoria
66  The World Bank. (2018). Overcoming Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: An Assessment of Drivers, Constraints and Opportunities. Washington, DC.
67  The World Bank. (2018). Overcoming Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: An Assessment of Drivers, Constraints and Opportunities. Washington, DC.
68  The World Bank. (2018). Overcoming Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: An Assessment of Drivers, Constraints and Opportunities. Washington, DC.
69  Statistics South Africa. (2018). National Poverty Line 2018. Pretoria.
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Figure 3.5: Share of Population in Poverty in South Africa and Gauteng, 2000, 2009 and 2017
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Source: Stats SA, 2019
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Demographic and Geographical Split of Poverty Trends
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Figure 3.6: Share of People Living Below UBPL by Population Group, 2000 - 2017
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high when compared with 6.5 per cent within Asians and 2.5 per cent within the White population groups. 

70  The poverty lines are denoted as amounts needed per person per month.
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Figure 3.7: Share of People Living Below UBPL by Provinces, 2000-2017
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KwaZulu-Natal was the second poorest province, with rates ranging between 64 and 66 per cent in 2017. 
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Figure 3.8: Gini Coefficient of South Africa and Gauteng, 2000 - 2017
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Human Development Index
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Figure 3.9: HDI and Per Capita GDP for South Africa and Gauteng, 2000, 2009 and 2017
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how well students fared in science and maths tests. However, in terms of access to education, South Africa has 
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phases (Grade R to Grade 3) increased to 4.3 million pupils in 2016 from the 3.7 recorded in 2009. In Gauteng, 
the number of enrolments in the foundation phases also increased to 780 000 pupils in 2016 from the 556 000 
recorded in 2009.76

71 United Nations Development Programme. (2018). Human Development Indices and Indicators 2018 Statistical Update. New York
72 HDI Development Categories: Low (less than 0.550), Medium (0.550-0.699), High (0.700-0.799) and Very High (0.800 and greater
73 Statistics South Africa. (2018). Mid-Year Population Estimates 2018. Pretoria
74 South African Government News Agency. (2018). SA Moves Up Human Development Rankings. Accessed (13th December 2018) at www.sanews.gov.za and Brand South Africa. (2016). Analysis: South 

Africa’s Performance in UNDP Human Development Report 2015. Accessed (13th December 2018) at www.brandsouthafrica.com.
75 South African Institute of Race Relations. (2018). The South African Education Crisis: Giving Power Back to Parents. Johannesburg.
76 Department of Education. (2016). Education Statistics in South Africa 2016. Pretoria
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Figure 3.10: Learners, Educator and Schools % of National Total 2017
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second-highest proportions of learners at 18.7 per cent. KwaZulu-Natal had the highest proportion of schools 
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Natal has the highest number of schools in South Africa, Gauteng tends to receive more learner applications 
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that the successful rollout of the ARV treatment has reduced the mother-to-child HIV transmission 0.68 per cent 
in Gauteng.77

Figure 3.11: South Africa’s Growth Estimates in HIV Prevalence, 2002 – 2018 
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Source: Stats SA, 2019
Note: Shaded area illustrates forecasts.
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rise, with an estimated growth rate of 18.9 per cent in 2018. 

77  SoPA. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address By Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg: South Africa.
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compared with 12.9 per cent in 2017 and 9.3 per cent in 2002.
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��(��������#�����#+78) show that, in Gauteng, about 1.1 million people 
lived with HIV in 2002. This is estimated to have increased to 1.5 million in 2018, translating into a growth rate 
of 2.3 per cent. 

Figure 3.12: Crude Death Rate, 2003 – 2017 
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In Gauteng, it declined from 13 deaths per 1000 population in 2005 to 10.9 in 2011, before rising to 11.4 in 
2017.

Figure 3.13: Life Expectancy in South Africa and Provinces by Gender, 2016-2020
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78  Stats SA does not provide HIV prevalence rates at the provincial level. 
79  Stats SA. (2018). 2018 Mid-year Population Estimates. Pretoria: South Africa.
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Provision of Basic Services
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Figure 3.14: Share of Household Without Access to Basic Services, 2017 

EnergyFormal dwelling Toilest Water

21,2%
20,0% 19,9%

8,8%

13,4%

1,5%

9,5%
10,2%

SA GP

Source: IHS Markit, 2019

��
��������
��
����������<���������������������������������
����������
�
����
����
������
������������������<�
about 34,6 per cent of households in South Africa are still without access to refuse removal. This is compared 
to 9.9 per cent in Gauteng province. Regarding formal housing, 21.2 per cent of households in 2017 were 
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Gauteng State of the Province Address (SoPA), despite delivering 1.2 million houses, the backlog remains high 
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in the planning phase and another 10 are at a conceptual stage. This project is expected to reduce the current 
high housing backlog in the region.

3.3  Metropolitan Municipalities

The Gauteng metropolitan municipalities (metros) account for the highest share of the province’s economic 
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development indicators and households’ access to basic infrastructure.
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migrating to these centres.

80  Gauteng Office of the Premier. (2019). Re-Igniting the Spirit of Resilience and Excellence in Gauteng: State of the Province Address by Premier David Makhura, 2019. Johannesburg
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Figure 3.15: Metros Population Data Comparison
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Note: CS stands for Community Survey. The census 2001 data is according to the 2001 municipal demarcation and the 2011 census are based on the 2005 demarcation as published in the 2007 Community 
survey. The IHS Markit stats are based on the 2018 municipal Demarcations. 
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CoE and the CoT.

Figure 3.16: Population Growth and Metro Shares of the Province Totals for 2018
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Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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the CoE had the lowest population growth rate with a mean growth rate of 2.6 per cent over the period reviewed. 
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Population Age Distribution

Figure 3.17: Population by Age Distribution, 2009 and 2018
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the metros. However, between 2009 and 2018, there was a slight increase in the age population groups of 00 
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Development Indicators
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health indicators such as HIV positive estimates.

The Share of Population Living in Poverty 

Figure 3.18: Share of Population Living in Poverty, 2000 and 2017
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Figure 3.19: Gini Coefficient, 2000 – 2017 
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2017 from a peak of 0.65 in 2007.

Human Development Index

Figure 3.20: Human Development Index, 2000 – 2017 
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81  South African City Networks. (2016). South African Cities State of Report 2016. Johannesburg: SACN
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Trends in Educational Attainment of People aged 20+ Years
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Table 3.1: Highest Educational Attainment for People aged 20+ by Population Group, 2017
CoE Statistics African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 62 342            2 434              1 160              890                 66 826            

Per cent of total 3.3% 0.7% 1.9% 1.6% 2.8%

Primary Number 973 862          74 911            29 619            14 272            1 092 664       

Per cent of total 51.0% 21.6% 47.4% 25.4% 46.0%

Matric Number 650 853          167 415          23 987            25 271            867 525          

Per cent of total 34.1% 48.2% 38.4% 44.9% 36.5%

Tertiary Number 221 254          102 320          7 659              15 856            347 089          

Per cent of total 11.6% 29.5% 12.3% 28.2% 14.6%

Total Number 1 908 311       347 081          62 424            56 289            2 374 105       

CoJ Statistics African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 76 292            1 861              2 111              2 663              82 927            

Per cent of total 2.8% 0.5% 1.2% 1.5% 2.4%

Primary Number 1 336 805       49 296            77 270            39 387            1 502 757       

Per cent of total 48.9% 12.7% 42.5% 22.7% 43.2%

Matric Number 959 362          140 630          75 513            69 791            1 245 297       

Per cent of total 35.1% 36.2% 41.5% 40.1% 35.8%

Tertiary Number 363 422          196 490          27 104            62 010            649 026          

Per cent of total 13.3% 50.6% 14.9% 35.7% 18.7%

Total Number 2 735 881       388 276          181 999          173 852          3 480 007       

CoT Statistics African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 71 312            2 240              542                 1 056              75 152            
Per cent of total 4.0% 0.5% 1.2% 2.4% 3.3%

Primary Number 772 624          58 836            17 769            8 553              857 781          
Per cent of total 43.8% 13.9% 37.8% 19.2% 37.7%

Matric Number 594 904          170 874          19 485            18 216            803 479          
Per cent of total 33.8% 40.4% 41.4% 40.8% 35.3%

Tertiary Number 323 193          191 306          9 218              16 836            540 553          
Per cent of total 18.3% 45.2% 19.6% 37.7% 23.7%

Total Number 1 762 033       423 256          47 015            44 661            2 276 965       
Source: IHS Markit, 2019

������[�@� 
����������� ����������W�������
���������
����������������
��������� 
���������������DH�����������
���������
�����������������������
�����
����'
��$�����������<���
�������������]����� �����������
������
� ����
��������	������<�������
���������
������
����������
��������
���������
��
���������
����������DHHH��82 However, 
there are still wide disparities in educational attainment among the population groups. 

82  IHS. (2019). Regional eXplora Database Version 2.6d. (Accessed 28th January 2019): www.ihsglobalinsight.co.za
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This is compared with 50.6 per cent within the White population group, 35.7 and 14.9 per cent within the Asian 
and the Coloured population groups. This trend was similar across all the metros, which is despite Africans being 
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HIV Prevalence and Crude Death Rates

Figure 3.21: Growth in HIV Positive Estimates, 2000 - 2018
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In the CoE, growth in HIV positive estimates decreased from 8.8 per cent to 0.1 per cent in 2008 before it rose 
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it had risen again to 2.9 per cent.

Figure 3.22: Crude Death Rate, 2000 - 2017
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2008, however, there was a sudden drop in the number of deaths recorded. 
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and all the regions, including metros.

Provision of Basic Services
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the metro cities in search for better living conditions. This section compares the share of households without 
access to basic services in 2017 to 2009.

Figure 3.23: Share of Households Without Access to Services 2017
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increase in the share of those with access to basic services, there is still a greater proportion of household without 
������������
�����
������������
�
�����������������������
��
����������<�
����������_�������������<��������
������
access to formal housing constituted the highest proportion. In 2017, about 21 per cent of households in the CoE 
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noting is that, in 2017, the CoT had the highest proportion of households without access to sanitation and refuse 
removal. As the province with high net-in migration from other provinces, Gauteng and its regions continue to 
experience pressure on the provision of basic services.

3.4  Sedibeng District Municipality
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fourth-highest share of the province’s population (7.1 per cent) in 2017. The region consists of three local 
municipalities: Emfuleni, Midvaal and Lesedi.
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Of the three Sedibeng, local municipalities, Emfuleni is estimated to account for the highest share of the district’s 
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83  The South Africa Health News Services. (2014). South Africa Celebrates 10 Years of Free HIV Treatment. Accessed (3rd January 2019) at www.health-e.org.za
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Figure 3.24: Sedibeng Population Comparison
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Source: Stats SA and IHS Markit, 2019
Note: CS stands for Community Survey. The census 2001 data is according to the 2001 municipal demarcations, while the 2011 census is as per the 2005 and the IHS Markit is according to the latest 2018 
demarcations.
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Figure 3.25: Population Growth and Region’s Share of the Districts Totals for 2018
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The Sedibeng region’s population remains just under a million, with the highest growth rate being recorded in 
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period while it averaged 2.8 per cent in Lesedi. Although it accounts for the most of the region’s population, 
Emfuleni has the lowest population growth of the three local districts -at an average of 1 per cent - between 2000 
and 2018. 
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Figure 3.26: Population by Age Distribution in Sedibeng and Locals, 2009 and 2018
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whole, there was a notable increase in the number of people across most age groups. In particular, there were 
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At the local municipal level, Emfuleni population increased for the age cohorts 00 - 04 to 15 - 19 and from 25 - 
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for males in the 20 - 24 age cohort, while in Lesedi there was an increase for both males and females. In terms 
of the gender split, there were more females (389 000) than males (375 000) in Emfuleni in 2018. The split was 
different in Midvaal and Lesedi where the male population exceeded female population in 2018.

Development Indicators
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The Share of the Population Living in Poverty
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the highest in the province.85

Figure 3.27: Share of People in Poverty in Sedibeng, 2000 - 2017
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Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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Figure 3.28: Share of People in Poverty Local Municipalities, 2000 - 2017
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84  Umsizi. (2018). Socio-Economic Development Challenges in South Africa (And How to Beat Them). Accessed (4th January 2018) at www.umsizi.co.za
85  Data from the IHS Markit Regional Explorer.
86  This poverty gap captures the intensity of poverty relative to the poverty line and is measured as a percentage of the Upper Bound Poverty Line.
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Figure 3.29: Gini Coefficient, 2000 – 2017
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87  South African Government News Agency. (2018). SA Moves Up Human Development Rankings. Accessed (13th December 2018) at www.sanews.gov.za
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Figure 3.30: Human Development Index, 2000 - 2017
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Trends in Educational Attainment of People aged 20+ years
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Table 3.2: Highest Educational Attainment for People Aged 20+ by Population Group in Sedibeng, 2017
African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 21 528 477 175 167 22 347

Per cent of total 4.1% 0.5% 2.1% 2.7% 3.5%

Primary Number 279 624 27 717 3 958 2 232 313 530

Per cent of total 53.7% 27.5% 47.4% 35.5% 49.3%

Matric Number 159 813 47 277 2 975 2 520 212 585

Per cent of total 30.7% 46.9% 35.6% 40.1% 33.4%

Tertiary Number 59 649 25 304 1 248 1 362 87 564

Per cent of total 11.5% 25.1% 14.9% 21.7% 13.8%

Total Number 520 614 100 774 8 357 6 280 636 025

Sedibeng

Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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88  Statistics South Africa. (2018). General Household Survey 2017. Pretoria
89  The World Bank. (2018). Overcoming Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: An Assessment of Drivers, Constraints and Opportunities. Washington, DC.
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Table 3.3: Highest Educational Attainment for People Aged 20+ by Population Group in Locals, 2017

African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 15 073 261 75 114 15 524

Per cent of total 3.6% 0.5% 1.3% 2.5% 3.2%

Primary Number 219 348 16 578 2 919 1 593 240 438

Per cent of total 52.3% 28.7% 49.7% 35.6% 49.3%

Matric Number 134 238 26 171 2 096 1 820 164 326

Per cent of total 32.0% 45.3% 35.7% 40.7% 33.7%

Tertiary Number 51 059 14 762 779 950 67 550

Per cent of total 12.2% 25.6% 13.3% 21.2% 13.8%

Total Number 419 718 57 773 5 869 4 477 487 838

Emfuleni

African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 2 623 142 23 40 2 828

Per cent of total 6.1% 0.5% 1.7% 6.2% 3.8%

Primary Number 24 661 7 642 438 225 32 966

Per cent of total 57.1% 26.4% 33.6% 34.5% 44.5%

Matric Number 11 627 14 376 572 263 26 838

Per cent of total 26.9% 49.6% 43.8% 40.5% 36.2%

Tertiary Number 4 312 6 817 273 122 11 524

Per cent of total 10.0% 23.5% 20.9% 18.7% 15.5%

Total Number 43 223 28 976 1 306 650 74 155

Midvaal

African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 3 832 74 77 13 3 995

Per cent of total 6.7% 0.5% 6.5% 1.1% 5.4%

Primary Number 35 615 3 497 601 414 40 126

Per cent of total 62.4% 24.9% 50.8% 35.9% 54.2%

Matric Number 13 948 6 729 308 436 21 421

Per cent of total 24.4% 48.0% 26.0% 37.8% 28.9%

Tertiary Number 3 691 3 725 196 291 8 490

Per cent of total 6.5% 26.6% 16.6% 25.2% 11.5%

Total Number 57 086 14 025 1 181 1 153 74 032

Lesedi

Source: IHS Markit, 2019

A comparison between the local municipalities shows that Midvaal had the highest average share of population 
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HIV Prevalence and Crude Death Rates

Figure 3.31: Growth in Estimates of HIV Prevalence in Sedibeng and Locals, 
2000 - 2018
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review period. In explaining the increase in the number of people living with HIV, Stats SA cited that although 
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Lesedi from 2010. In Midvaal, growth in the HIV positive people declined from 12.8 per cent in 2000 to 0.4 per 
cent in 2008, before rising again to reach 2.7 per cent in 2018. In Lesedi, growth in HIV positive people started 
the review period at 7.7 per cent decreasing to 1.4 per cent in 2008 before reaching 2.7 per cent in 2018.

Figure 3.32: Crude Death Rate, 2000 – 2016 
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000 population averaging 11.8, the district reading is closer to the global rate of below 10 deaths. Lesedi and 
Emfuleni had the highest number of deaths, reaching 11.7 in 2017 for both regions.

90  IOL. (2018). Over 7 Million People Living with HIV in SA-Stats SA. Accessed (13th December 2018): www.iol.co.za
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Provision of Basic Services

At the heart of all municipal functions, the most important is to ensure the provision of basic household services. 
��
����������������
��������������
�����
�
�����������������
��������������
������
�����������������������
�����
�������
�����������������
�����5���
�������������
��������
����������
�
����
�����������
���<��
����������������
��
�
�������
��<�������
����
����������
��������������������
����
�������������
��������������������������
�
������������

Figure 3.33: Share of Households Without Access to Services, 2017
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Figure 3.33 shows that, of all the household infrastructure, there seems to be a greater share of the district’s 
population living without formal housing. In Midvaal, about 24.3 per cent of the households were without access 
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3.5  West Rand District Municipality
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combines the former Randfontein and the Westonaria municipalities. 

91  Data from IHS Markit Regional Explora 1570.
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Figure 3.34: West Rand Population Comparison
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Source: Stats SA and IHS Markit, 2019
Note: CS stands for Community Survey.
The census 2001 data is according to the 2001 municipal demarcations, while the 2011 census is as per the 2005 and the IHS Markit is according to the latest 2018 demarcations.
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slowest population growth rate, estimated to be averaging a mere 1 per cent between 2000 and 2018.

Figure 3.35: Population Growth and Regions’ Share to the Districts Totals for 2018
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experienced negative population growth for most of the review period with an average growth rate of negative 
0.6 per cent. This could be as a result of out-migration in this region as the mining sector continues to struggle 
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Population Age Distribution

Figure 3.36: Population by Age Distribution and Gender, 2009 and 2018
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Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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were recorded for both the male and female population. There was a decline in the number of babies born 
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between 2009 and 2018. Overall, in 2018 there were more males at 434 000, compared to females at 421 000. 
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of 187 000 people in 2018, a decline from 195 000 in 2009. The Rand West population was at 271 000 in 
2018, up from 249 000 in 2009.

Development Indicators
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Share of the Population Living in Poverty

Figure 3.37: Share of People in Poverty in West Rand, 2000 - 2017

28,%

30,%

32,%

34,%

36,%

38,%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

20
06

20
09

20
05

20
10

20
00

20
01

20
04

20
02

20
03

20
07

20
08

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

Poverty gap (right axis)FPL LBPL UBPL  
Source: IHS Markit, 2019

*
�����[�[Z������������������
�{����&���W����������
�
���
������������
��������������


���������������
�����#
�
����
������������
�
���
�
���
��_������<������������
���������
�
���
��������������
���������������������DHHH�����
DH@@����
��������������
�����������������������������������������������+����������������
������������������
�������������
�����
��<������������
���������
�
����������������������������������
����������������V@�J����������

��DH@@<�
�������������
���JV�[����������
��DHHH��#
�
�����<������������
����
���������
�
�������������������
���������������
�������
�������DV�K����������
��DH@@�
����[Z�[����������
��DHHH�������������
���������
�
���
����������
�������������
������'������D@�D����������
��DHHU���
��������
�
������@[�[����������
��DH@@�

+���
����������������
�
���
�
���
����������
���<�����������������������������������
�����
��������������������
2012 and 2017 and the general observation is that this trend is increasing. In 2017, 46.9 per cent of the people 
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Figure 3.38: Share of People in Poverty Local Municipalities, 2000 - 2017
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This was the highest rate recorded in all of the province’s municipalities. The share of people in the upper bound 
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Figure 3.39: Gini Coefficient, 2000 – 2017
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Human Development on the Rise in the West Rand

Figure 3.40: Human Development Index, 2000 - 2017
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Trends in Educational Attainment of People Aged 20+ Years

Table 3.4: Highest Educational Attainment for People Aged 20+ by Population Group in West Rand, 2017
African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 19 449 347 272 105 20 172
Per cent of total 4.3% 0.4% 1.9% 1.7% 3.6%

Primary Number 262 996 25 334 8 339 2 151 298 820
Per cent of total 58.1% 27.0% 58.4% 33.9% 52.7%

Matric Number 129 945 44 139 4 562 2 764 181 411
Per cent of total 28.7% 47.1% 32.0% 43.6% 32.0%

Tertiary Number 40 058 23 985 1 105 1 320 66 468
Per cent of total 8.9% 25.6% 7.7% 20.8% 11.7%

Total Number 452 449 93 806 14 277 6 340 566 872

West Rand

Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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Table 3.5: Highest Educational Attainment for People Aged 20+ by Population Group in West Rand, 2017
African White Coloured Asian Total

No Schooling Number 7 825 151 49 66 8 092
Per cent of total 3.9% 0.3% 2.1% 1.3% 3.1%

Primary Number 110 971 11 993 1 138 1 594 125 696
Per cent of total 55.1% 22.3% 47.7% 32.6% 47.9%

Matric Number 61 642 25 296 795 2 062 89 795
Per cent of total 30.6% 46.9% 33.4% 42.1% 34.2%

Tertiary Number 21 000 16 457 402 1 176 39 035
Per cent of total 10.4% 30.5% 16.8% 24.0% 14.9%

Total Number 201 438 53 898 2 384 4 898 262 618

Mogale City

African White Coloured Asian Total
No Schooling Number 5 769 68 65 12 5 913

Per cent of total 5.2% 0.5% 4.4% 2.3% 4.6%
Primary Number 70 397 4 619 759 194 75 969

Per cent of total 63.3% 31.4% 51.1% 37.1% 59.4%
Matric Number 26 792 6 555 509 265 34 122

Per cent of total 24.1% 44.5% 34.3% 50.8% 26.7%
Tertiary Number 8 212 3 487 152 51 11 902

Per cent of total 7.4% 23.7% 10.2% 9.8% 9.3%
Total Number 111 169 14 729 1 485 523 127 906

Merafong City

African White Coloured Asian Total
No Schooling Number 5 855 128 158 26 6 167

Per cent of total 4.5% 0.5% 1.5% 2.9% 3.5%
Primary Number 81 628 8 723 6 442 363 97 155

Per cent of total 62.7% 34.6% 61.9% 39.5% 55.1%
Matric Number 41 511 12 288 3 258 437 57 494

Per cent of total 31.9% 48.8% 31.3% 47.6% 32.6%
Tertiary Number 1 205 4 041 551 93 15 532

Per cent of total 0.9% 16.0% 5.3% 10.1% 8.8%
Total Number 130 199 25 179 10 409 919 176 348

Rand West City

Source: IHS Markit, 2019
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HIV Prevalence and Crude Death Rates

Figure 3.41: Growth in Estimates of HIV Prevalence in West Rand and Locals, 2000 - 2018
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Figure 3.42: Crude Death Rate, 2000 – 2017 
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Provision of Basis Services
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municipalities.

Figure 3.43: Share of Households Without Access to Services, 2017
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The proportion of households without access to formal housing is higher in most of the local municipalities and 
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were without formal housing in 2017 compared to 29.2 per cent in 2009.

3.6 Conclusion
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Author Unknown, (2019), Pupils back in school after classrooms, toilets delivered [ONLINE]. 
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